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●Sultanate (=absolute monarchy) 
●300000 km² (size of Germany) 
●2.5 M Omanis 
●About 1 M expatriots (“expats”) 
 

Facts about Oman 

Salalah= 
End of the 
world 

Sur = beach 
resorts 

Muscat=GUtech 

Nizwa = old 
religious centre 

North coast = 
 industry & fishing 

Hajar-Ridge = 
hiking fun 

Void 

Physicist`s View: 

Saudi-
Arabia 

Emirates = 
Disneyland 

Jemen = 
Revolution Somalia 



Before 1970 
●Isolated state 
●Clan based society 
●Conflict of power between 
Imam (interior) and Sultan 
(coastal area) 
●Separatist revolts in Southern 
Oman (Dhofar) 

Oman from medieval times (1970)  
towards a modern state 



1970 palace coup: 
Sultan Quaboos ousted his father 
●Finish civil war (Dhofar crisis) 
●Unification 
●Modernisation (infrastructure, health 
care system) 
●Fight against illiteracy 

Oman from medieval times (1970)  
towards a modern state 

GDP per capita 
1970  360$ 
2010  > 25000$ 

Sultan Quaboos 
bin Said 

Oil production & 
population 



Before 1970 
●10 km paved roads 
●1700 km unpaved road 
●Limited coastal traffic 
●No civil air traffic 
 

1990s 
 

●6000 km paved roads 
●24000 km unpaved roads 
●2 modern deepwater ports 
●Oil port at Mina al Fahl 
●2 international airports 
 

Today 
●Muscat Express way 

Modernisation of infrastructure 

Muscat Express Way (2005→2015, 300 km link with UAE, Phase I completed ) 

2008 2010 



Before 1970 
●3 boy's school in 
whole Oman 
●30 teachers 
●Life expectancy:  
40 years 

Today 
●All children attend school 
●Literacy rate: 80% 
●Before 1986: students sent overseas 
●1986: opening of the Sultan Quaboos University 
(SQU) 
●Since 2008: SQU introduced 1st PhD program 
●Life expectancy: 74 years 
●Modern health care system  
(ranked on 8th place in the WHO report) 
●Medical treatment: Free access for all Omanis 

Fighting illiteracy 
Developing a health care system 



The flip side of the coin 

Salary paid US embassies in 
Arabia for expat service 
workers 



Dark clouds on the horizon 
●Hydrocarbon oriented economy  
(Oil: ~ 80% of export earnings and 40% of GDP) 
→ Diversify the economic base and sources of national income 
●Oil reserves will last ~15 years  
(different situation compared to S. Arabia or UAE)  
→ Tourism as new key-economy 
●Oil industry not very labour intensive  
(mostly highly specialized foreign experts=expats) 
→ Omanisation 
●Private sector performed by expats  
(1990: less 23 percent are Omani) 
→ Omanisation 
●Population growing rapidly  
(public sector is over-staffed) 
→ face Unemployment 
●illiteracy no longer a problem,  
but highly educated Omani experts missing 
→establish REAL higher education 
●Oman is a free economy,  
but government is most important factor (employer and purchaser) 
→ Privatization 



Government >72 % 
Private sector : 
●Transport, storage and communications 60% 
●Finance; insurance and real estate 45% 
●Industry 35% 
●Hotels and restaurants 30% 
●Wholesale or retail trading 20% 
●Contracting 15% 
 

Omanisation 



German University of Technology in Oman 

„We welcome the establishment of new 
Private Universities ...“ 
 
HM Sultan Qaboos, 
National Day Address, 2006 



Signing ceremony 

Foundation Year 2007 

Bachelor-Programmes 2008 

Master-Programmes 2009 

PhD-Programmes and Applied Research 

Collaborative Agreement 
27.12.2006, Muscat, Oman 
 
H.E. Dr. Rawiyah Bint Saud Al Busaidiyah 
Minister of Higher Education, Oman 
 
Prof. Dr. Burkhard Rauhut 
Rector RWTH  
 
Sheikh Abdullah S. Al-Salmi 
Managing Director, Oman Educational Services 



 





 









BSc Curricula 
1. Regional Management & 

Tourism 
Professor Fromhold-Eisebith 
 

2. Urban Planning & Architectural 
Design  
Professor Westerheide 
 

3. Applied Geosciences  
Professor Urai 
 

4. Applied Information 
Technology 
Professor Jarke and Professor Bastian 
 

• Mechanical Engineering 
 

• Language of instruction: English 



Joint Degree 



Pre-University Programme 

 
Foundation Programme 

(2 semesters) 

 
Intensive English Programme 

(2 semesters) 

 
 
 

GUtech BSc programme 
(8 semesters) 

GUtech 
Admission 

Requirements 

GUtech 
English Placement 

Test, or IELTS  
or equivalent 

IELTS ≥4.5 or  
equivalent result 

IELTS < 4.5 or  
equivalent result 

Pass in Intensive  
English Programme 

Pass in Foundation  
Programme 
(includes IELTS ≥ 6.0) 

Fullfiled  



Monitoring of Student Performance  

13-Feb-08

Foundation Programme 

Student ID Card First name Family Name English Math IT Eco Phys
Nr of unexcused 
absences (hrs)

Group Comments

2007-0001 Reem Al -Tamami UPA1 student has been highly irregular.  Is seriously on the borderline (eco) she didn't attend for 2 weeks. (IT)

2007-0002 Asma Al-Mukhaini UPA2
is showing improvement.  Needs to do more self study. (eco) she is working hard in the class, but in the test she didn't done good (IT) She is going into final exam at 
52% - She is coming for extra classes next week - hopefully will pass (engl)

2007-0003 Haitham Al-Rawahi UPA1
has potential but needs to pay more attention and recheck work done.  Needs to do more self study (eco) he participates good in the class, he should aim for higher 
marks (IT)

2007-0004 Ammar Al-Bulushi AGEO2 he's at 50% and working as hard as he can (engl) working very hard and ask questions in the class. (IT)

2007-0005 Dalal Al-Lawati UPA2 is a highly self motivated student with great potential.  A pleasure to have in class. Work handed in is very well done(eco) Model student (engl)

2007-0006 Khalid Al-Wardi RMT1 good student.  Could do so much more but seems to lack the initiative (eco)

2007-0007 Hiyam Al-Adawi AGEO2 showing improvement (engl) improving attendance and participating in class. (IT)

2007-0008 Aliyah Al-Ajmi UPA1 student has not been attending classes (eco) she improved in the second assignment and second test but after that she is absent for long time (IT)

2007-0009 Sabah Al- Balushi UPA1
is still very distracted.  Is showing some improvement in attendance but  is still on the borderline to failure.  Needs to do more self study (eco) improving attendance 
after meeting with her parants (IT)

2007-0010 Reem Al-Harthy RMT1 good student who can do better.  Needs to do more self study (eco)

2007-0011 Zainab Al-Barwani UPA1 is a highly self motivated student with great potential.  A pleasure to have in class.  Should recheck work before submission (eco) improving consistantly (engl)

2007-0012 Rumana Al-Othmani UPA2 a self assured student who shows seriousness and dedication towards learning.  A pleasure to have in class (eco) model student (engl)

2007-0016 Ahmed Al-Amri UPA2 shows interest and makes efforts to do well.  Can do better with self study (eco) model student (engl)

2007-0017 Kausar Al-Qurashi AGEO2 at 60% going into final (engl)

2007-0018 Sara Al-Balushi AGEO2 She is really showing imrpovement lately (engl)

2007-0021 Talal Al-Omairi UPA2 is hard working but needs to do more self study (eco) he's at 50% and working as hard as he can (engl)

2007-0025 Iman Al-Ghaithi RMT2 Has shown amazing improvement.  Very hard working student.  Too quiet but is very conscientious (eco)

2007-0026 Zainab Al-Ghabshi UPA2 is showing improvement.  Needs to do more self study (eco)

2007-0027 Hamda Al-Hajri UPA2 Can do much better with intense self study.  Too dependent on teacher centered learning (eco)

2007-0033 Hiyam Al-Kindi AGEO1 improving attendance and participating in class. (IT)

2007-0034 Bushra Al-Mani UPA2 shows interest and makes efforts to do well.  Can do better with self study (eco)

2007-0035 Noora Al-Balushi AGEO1

2007-0036 Sultan Al-Said RMT2
needs to show more initiative, interest and has to intensively self study.  Is on the borderline (eco) He is failing has only 25 % from class assignments (engl) very quit in 
class (IT)



Student activities 

Cancer Walkathon  

Fieldtrip seismic exploration  

Visit to Bait Al Baranda  

Geosciences Fieldtrip 

Visit German  
Embassy 



Project 1:  
Compare facts & figures of Germany and Oman 



Information & Game 



 



Tuition fees 

Programme Fees per semester 

Intensive English R.O. 800 

Foundation R.O. 1600 

Regional Management and Tourism R.O. 2250 

Urban Planning and Architectural Design R.O. 2250 

Applied Geosciences R.O. 2400 

Applied Information Technology R.O. 2450 

All full-time students are charged a flat tuition rate on a semester basis 



Foundation Campus, Athaiba 

 
 







 







H. Geenen, Saas Grund, 2013 

GUtech towards Campus University 

Guest-house complex: 
●Geo-science staff 
●Urban Design Staff 
●Guest-house 



H. Geenen, Saas Grund, 2013 

GUtech towards Campus University 

Airport Campus (interim) 
●BSc-Program 
●MSc-Program 
●Main Auditorium 
●Administration 
●HR 



H. Geenen, Saas Grund, 2013 

GUtech towards Campus University 

Halban Campus (operating 
since Oct. 2012) 
●Full campus university 
●Dorms for students and staff 



H. Geenen, Saas Grund, 2013 

Faculties 

Faculty of Sciences 
–Dept. of Applied Geosciences 
 
Faculty of IT and Mathematics 
–Dept of Applied Information Technology 
 
Faculty of Economics and Planning 
–Dept of Regional Management & Tourism 
–Dept of Urban Planning & Architectural Design 
 
Faculty of Engineering 
–Dept of Mechanical Engineering 

 
  



























Wasser & Meer 











































Menschen & Gebräuche 













































































Berge & Wüsten 













































































Danke schön! 
 

Thank you! 
 

 شكراً 
 





BSc in Regional Management and Tourism 



BSc in Urban Planning and Archit. Design 



Applied Geosciences 

ore deposits / mining water 

geothermics 

  
 

     

oil & gas 



Applied Information Technology 
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